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18
TH

 ANNUAL OXFORD HOUSE WORLD CONVENTION 

The Oxford House World Convention was held this year in Dallas, Texas from September 29
th

 – October 2
nd

, 

2016. Virginia made a strong showing, being the number one contributor out of all the other states. Let’s keep 

that up for next year when we go to Washington, D.C! Be proud of yourselves, that’s a HUGE achievement! 

Some of the topics that were talked about included Dealing with Opioid Overdoses, Technology in Oxford 

Houses, and Educating the Public About Recovery. And that was just on the first day! We did get to take a break 

from the hustle and bustle of informational panels and got to go to Medieval Times. Go Blue Knight! 

#teamblueknight 

Winter is Coming 

Some of you may be new to Virginia, and some may not be. I know after spending the last ten years in Texas, 

this 60-degree weather is cold to me. However, I do know from having been here in 1998 that winter storms can 

be devastating. I remember not having power for about 9 days. So, I am going to be giving some tips on making 

sure that your house is prepared for what could happen if an ice storm comes through. Some of us have been out 

for so long that we forgot how to live properly, so here are some suggestions for what to have around. 

1. Canned food, bottled water, candles, flashlights, batteries. 

2. First aid kit, fire wood (if you have a fireplace or fire pit), shovel. 

3. Blankets, jackets, thermal underwear/long johns. 

4. Keep faucets dripping when the temperature is supposed to drop below freezing. 

5. Have board games ready, its’ important to still be able to have fun without power! 



 

 

 

Veterans in Oxford House 

I am going to include one topic from the convention 

in each newsletter I send out. And since I am a 

veteran, this one is very near and dear to me. 

Interesting fact, about 18% of Oxford House 

residents are veterans. That may not seem like a 

large number. But consider this, “As of 2014, the 

VA estimates there were 22 million military 

veterans in the U.S. population. If you add their 

figures on veterans to the active personnel numbers 

mentioned above, 7.3 percent of all living 

Americans have served in the military at some point 

in their lives.” (Mona Chalabi, 

http://fivethirtyeight.com/datalab/what-percentage-

of-americans-have-served-in-the-military/ , March 

19
th

, 2015). So, the fact that almost 20% of Oxford 

House residents are veterans is interesting.  

Now, I don’t have a percentage of how many 

homeless vets there are, but I did find a number. 

“Although flawless counts are impossible to come 

by – the transient nature of homeless populations 

presents a major difficulty – the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) estimates 

that 39,471 veterans are homeless on any given 

night.”/ “A top priority for homeless veterans is 

secure, safe, clean housing that offers a supportive 

environment free of drugs and alcohol. 

“(http://nchv.org/index.php/news/media/background

_and_statistics) I am pretty sure that we as Oxford 

House members can do more to show our brothers 

and sisters in arms that Oxford Houses are a place 

where homeless vets that are alcoholics and addicts 

can get their lives back together. So, if you meet a 

vet in a meeting that is looking for a place, let them 

know about Oxford House! 

New Oxford Houses 

So here in Chapter 11 we opened 1 new house 

between July and September. We had just opened a 

new men’s house called New Horizon in June. And 

in September we opened a women’s house called 

Westhaven Park in Portsmouth, VA. Here’s a pic of 

New Horizon! 

 

  



 

 

Final Thoughts 

I am really glad I got the opportunity to attend World Convention. And I hope that these newsletters provide 

some education and motivation to those that take the time to read them. I’d like to expand the amount of 

content, and I could really use help from each chapter chairperson at least, if not each house. Obviously this is 

something I could definitely do on my own, but it’ll get pretty boring and repetitive. So if you’d like a short 

story, some art, pictures, or people you want to give recognition to seen in this newsletter, send submissions to 

me. October has just finished, and I’d like to get on a regular schedule of publishing these. So, anything you 

have from October 1
st
 – December 31

st
 will be in the issue that will come out around mid January. Hopefully if 

you had any sort of Halloween festivities, you took pictures. Would definitely like to see some costumes. And 

with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming up, I want to see feasts and trees and presents! Till next time! 

Andrew Morehouse 

Chapter 11 Chairperson  

Editor in Chief - Oxford Houses of Virginia Newsletter 

512-630-3772 

andrew.morehouse@yahoo.com 


